CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF ST MARY’S POINT

ST MARY’S DRIVE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
Special Meeting: December 11, 2023

CALL TO ORDER at 7:04 pm

ROLL CALL FOR ATTENDANCE
Councilmembers Williams, Freesmeier, Olfelt-Nelson, Pierson and Mayor Roettger

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
Jennifer Pinski as Acting City Clerk; City Attorney Sandstrom; Mike Thron, City of Lakeland; and Joe Dvorak, resident.

City Clerk Reiter and Engineer Parotti not at the meeting.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT
Councilmember Willaims stated concern that the proposed agreement did not mention number of deputies, costs, and

other things that should be considered. He said he heard that the Sheriff was hiring for Community Service Officers
(CSOs) and was concerned that they would push the CSOs down to St. Mary’s Point instead of a deputy. Williams would
like to see the contract to refer to deputies. Attorney Sandstrom noted deputies was referenced in Scope of Services but
nowhere else in the proposed agreement.

Mayor Roettger said he thought the Sheriff's Department need to clarify the agreement before the City signed it. Mike
Thron from City of Lakeland was present at the meeting and said that Lakeland pulled the item from their Agenda and
requested a representative come to their next City Council meeting. City Attorney Sandstrom reported that Lake St.
Croix Beach also did not take action on the agreement at their last meeting (November) as they needed more
clarification.

Councilmember Freesmeier remarked his concern was the initial term of two years and the 180-day notice requirement
of non-renewal. He recommended the initial term be limited to no more than one year and the notice requirement be
90 days. Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson said that Mayor Roettger was looking for a better clarification of the cost
structure of adding a future deputy. Councilmember Pierson said that when the City was discussing license plate reader
cameras, Sheriff Starry had said that the Sheriff’s Office would need to hire a fourth deputy to do a license plate reader
audit.

Resident Joe Dvorak suggested the Council invite someone from the Sheriff’s Office to the meeting and possibly the
person who wrote the agreement. Mike Thron from City of Lakeland suggested the Alliance Meeting would be a good
setting for inviting Sheriff Starry or a representative. Councilmember Freesmeier agreed that the City needed to have
active discussions with the Sheriff’s Office about the City’s needs.

Councilmember Freesmeier suggested the City ask for a 90-day extension of the current agreement at the same rates
until a new agreement could be reached. He also wanted to know what specifically the City was paying for and what



they were getting out of it. Councilmember Pierson noted that Afton’s budget in 2021 was 1.1 million and the police
services line item was $210,000 plus $17,000.

Mayor Roettger requestéd City Attorney Sandstrom draft a letter to the other cities outlining the concerns from the St.
Mary’s Point City Council. Sandstrom suggested the letter be addressed to the other cities and the Sheriff indicating
there were issues and requesting discussions.

VOTING OPERATIONS, TRAINING, ELECTION AND RESOURCES (VOTER) FUNDING ALLOCATION
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO OPT-IN FOR FUNDING ALLOCATION FROM THE COUNTY TO THE CITY. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

ADJOURNMENT at 7:50pm
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