CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF ST MARY’S POINT

ST MARY’S DRIVE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
September 5, 2023

CALL TO ORDER at 7:00 pm

Roll Call for Attendance: Councilmembers Olfelt-Nelson, Williams, Pierson, Mayor Roettger, Freesmeier absent

Others Present: Treasurer Jennifer Pinski, City Clerk Reiter, City Attorney Kevin Sandstorm, Jerry & Kathy Sorenson
Brett Laughlin, Barry Stack and Joe Dvorak

i)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was said

Sheriff’s & Animal Control reports
e WCSO: 7 calls and 1 theft by fraud
e Animal Report: invoice only

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Joe Dvorak 16477 23™ St asked about reseeding along Itasca. It was noted for this to be referred to Engineer.

Jerry Sorenson 2246 River Road spoke about the condition of the Nolz property and stated that there is an unused boat,
weeds, and tree limb/branch on house. The mayor noted he can submit a complaint and the city can send a letter.

He commented about the Temporary Permit for landing for helicopter at the park.

Appreciates the City for storm cleanup response.

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON
TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON REQUESTED PUBLIC SAFETY
REPORT BE MOVED BEFORE THE BUDGET REPORT.
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES/1 absent (Freesmeier)

PUBLIC SAFETY FUNDS TO BE RECEIVEDBY THE CITY

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson explained that the City is to receive Public Safety Dollars from the State of Minnesota. She
presented that the Fire Board has worked on priorities of the Fire Dept. She received an email from Sen. Judy Seeberger
in regards to the Public Safety dollars coming in December. She also shared information from Roger Schanus, Fire
District accountant, regarding his input (list provided). It was noted that $15,315 in public safety dollars is to be received
by the City. The fire chief and deputy chiefs sat down to review a list for need. The Fire District has budgeted for these
items but the Public Safety dollars could be used for other items such as chair lift assist, defibrillator, radios, security
cameras (it was noted a deputy’s car was tampered with in the lot) exhaust protection, filter system and other training
programs. The list totals about $100K. The Fire Department has in the past sought out grants. The list of items is some
things they need to have and some are needed in the future.

Mayor Roettger spoke to the meeting held with 3 other Fire Chiefs and he noted that $450/household average in those
cities and LSCV is about $200 per household so the cost increases will be for paid-on-call (POC) to part time and POC



hybrid scheduling. He noted a siren should be added as the LSCB siren is not working. He also commented on a Code
Red update is needed by all residents — they should update phone numbers with the county.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson asked that Council to think about this list seriously and noted the Fire Department will
always continue to look for Grants.

Councilmember Williams noted the wish list is great but is concerned that the money will be used to offset their budget
this year and that may cause an issue for next year budget. He expects the Sheriff will also request funds.

Joe Dvorak resident, asks which of the three cities Fire Chiefs had the best staff model. Stillwater is full time, Lake Elmo
and Mahtomedi have a hybrid program similar to ours.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson spoke to her reviews with other Fire Chiefs and also reported calls are up and the average
age of the Department is up there.

CITY TREASURER — JENNIFER PINSKI

Treasurer Pinski presented the Treasurer Report along with Monthly Disbursements and requests Approval of Claims

with:  EFT’s 3491-3497 and Checks 6789-6802 She noted an added check for city lawn care. Total $17,379.09
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AS PRESENTED WITH EFT’s 3491-3497 and Checks 6789-
6802 FOR TOTAL OF $17,379.09. ROLL CALL: 4 AYES (1 absent (Freesmeier)

PRELIMINARY BUDGET & LEVY 2024
Treasurer Pinski explained the need for certifying a preliminary Budget & Levy by September 30th. She offered a 2%
increase with use of some public safety dollars (10K) or with an increase of 6.32% and could hold all 10k back into the

general fund. She noted with an increase greater now and then can reduce in final budget and levy.
It was decided the budget is $293,298 and Levy $231,615 at a 6% increase.
Note: Councilmember Freesmeier in at 7:30
Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted no increase in Clerk wage for 2024 and Mayor Roettger noted increase for Clerk and
Treasurer will come out of planning fund dollars.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2023-09-1 PRELIMINARY BUDGET AT $293,919 AND LEY $231,615.
ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

CITY PROPERTY/PARK SURVEYRESULTS (City Attorney)

Attorney Sandstom presented the city hired Barry Stack to survey City property and Park property. The survey found
that the Frost property has encroached upon the City property and Attorney Sandstrom has drafted a letter to be sent to
property owner Frost.

The Berger property that is near the Park surveyed encountered issues with some land conveyance of Park land to
Popovich. An attorney letter provided however noted the council approved the sale of the dedicated Park land with
restriction. Mr. Stack found no removal of restriction and thus research of City records is needed. (clerk to search for
council minutes of 1998)

Mr. Stack said he can note on the survey a question on the Park dedication restriction if the city directs this.



Mayor Roettger inquired if the City had done this before, why the City cannot now sell land from Parks to a current small
land owner.

Attorney Sandstrom notes if a restriction exists it cannot or should not be done. Councilmember Freesmeier asks about
the west side of Frost property and the south and east side of where land is needed. Mr. Stack confirmed preliminary
survey copies are done but not certified until all the facts are known.

Attorney Sandstrom has drafted a letter to Mr. Frost and he is asking for approval from the Council to send the letter.
Mayor Roettger believes the letter should be softened a bit - it was noted the letter cannot be attached to the deed.

Councilmember Williams noted county gave variance for septic system and it still exists. Mr. Stack noted property
owner must disclose the true property issues at time of any sale. He explained his survey process of dealing with Mr.
Frost who claims to have had a survey. Councilmember Williams asks about adverse possession, and this is not allowed
per city Attorney Sandstrom.

Councilmember Freesmeier asks about wording of the second sentence, second paragraph and asks it to be softened a
bit. Attorney Sandstrom spoke about other cities that have encountered these types of problems. He gave an example
of a shed in North Oaks.

Councilmember Freesmeier asks about the Burger property and Mr. Stack said there are platted 3 streets on sides of

Burgers and there are 5 parcels and some with convergence. Typically, vacated streets are by agreement to adjoining
property owners to centerline. Platted streets are not owned by the City. Attorney Sandstrom spoke to possibility of

vacating the street with half to the City and half to the adjacent property owner.

Councilmember Freesmeier asks about cleaning up streets and that is permissible. Mr. Stack notes the stakes are in all
lots. However there is no advantage to vacating the unapproved platted street. Mr. Stack is to process the Frost survey
and submit an invoice.

It was noted the Bird sanctuary could be surveyed but when the leaves are down and it is likely a 60x100 ft. lot.

COMMUNITY FOREST FUNDING/CITY TREES/EAB (Emerald Ash Borer) Williams

Councilmember Williams attended a session on tree grants which are at 100% without a city match. The deadline is
approaching and the City cannot meet it but can next year. He stated now the city should not cut down trees and
submit a grant application in 2024. The do have people that will assist in grant application. He noted the need for ISA
tree Certification. Councilmember Freesmeier will check with Kaposia to see if they have this certification.

WASHINGTON CO. SHERIFF OFFICE — 2024 BUDGET
The letter received for the WA County sheriff offered to add 1 Full-time employee (FTE) Officer in the 5 city area.

Councilmember Williams believes they are not here now - so why more and where is the added 1 FTE so city will need to
ask. It was noted this should be an Alliance meeting topic.

Councilmember Pierson notes the letter speaks to RMS (Records Management System) and he notes if this is added then
perhaps WCSO can put in Flock cameras.



OLD BUSINESS — nothing at this time.

STAFF REPORTS:

City Engineer: Mayor Roettger presented on behalf of Engineer Parotti. Last month an estimate of S6K was provided for
city wide patching however bid came in at Sit is 11K, so up to the Council as work should be done.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER

WILLIAMS TO APPROVE $11,325 CITY WIDE PATCHING BY RCM CONTINGENT ON CONTRACT SIGNED BY

THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT
Recap by Mayor Roettger — Roofing permits continue to come in.

CITY ATTORNEY, KEVIN SANDSTROM
Attorney Sandstrom provided he responded to Flock — noting not balance due as no cameras installed.

CITY CLERK REPORT Clerk Reiter reported on:
e 16316 24™ St. So, request for Vacation unpaved roadway in front of house. Council commented on concern for
Bird Sanctuary access, noted not in favor of this as would cause snow removed concerns and noted only half is

given to property owners when a vacation occurs, council not inclined to allow it but suggested city engineer
review.

° 2269 River Road, alteration of barn/shed required WMO review for driveway (No WMO review application
submitted — after the fact review to be required) They replaced more than 500 ft. of cement. Email sent to
property owners to review with WMO and he stated ok will do.

e Yellow Ribbon Field of Bands — September 16, 2023 volunteers needed/tickets for sale

e Data Practice Request- update (ongoing — time constrained)

e 16875 St. Mary’s Drive- AFTER THE FACT GRADE/FILL PERMIT — NOT YET RECEIVED. Staff will continue to work
with property owner on submission of the Grade & Fill application.

e Credit Card — cards received implementation & activation continues by clerk (in process)

e 2767 ltasca —garage elevation on fill. Able to meet zoning requirements. Ordinances can be changed, have DNR
help with ordinances and on flood proofing. Advised by Council to connect with Planning Comm. for this possible
change.

e Taylor Kiel continues working on laserfiche project — as her time allows

STANDING COMMITTEE — UPDATES

Fire District: Councilmember Williams noted he believes the Fire Department should do a study for long range staffing.
The cost is approximate 30K or more. Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted a lot of work needs to be done to determine
what should be done.

Cable Commission: none

Planning Commission: none

Middle St. Croix WMO & Valey Branch Dist.: Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson can’t go but Councilmember Freesmeier may
go as alternate.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS:

Councilmember Williams pulled branches off city hall roof. (Kaposia will be back in the fall per the Mayor). He
proposed shut off the electricity to the city park and should be off with cost approximately $13 month and has broken
mast.




Councilmember Pierson reported river at 675.32 and navigational markers removed. There are no barges up river so
removed by Kinnikinnick. The red one was gone at ice out.

Resident Dvorak notes it is the Coast Guard that handles buoys.

Councilmember Freesmeier noted the one red one is left down by Afton State Park.

Comments on possibly writing to McCollum regarding need of buoys and it was noted wood chips available at Oxbow
Trail (Belwin) take as need.

Mayor Roettger stated that Yellow Ribbon Rep Dave Anderson provided Roger Meissner, a veteran and longtime Afton
resident has passed.

Meeting adjourned at 8:41
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