CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF ST MARY’S POINT

ST MARY’S DRIVE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
August 1, 2023

CALL TO ORDER at 7:00 pm

Roll Call for Attendance
Councilmembers Olfelt-Nelson, Williams, Pierson, Mayor Roettger, and Freesmeier absent

Others: John Parotti, Jennifer Pinski, Attorney Sandstorm, and Joe Dvorak, Rod Starke (via Zoom)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was said.
Sheriff’s & Animal Control reports

e WCSO —no July report as it is too soon in the month
e Animal Report — no report as it is too soon in the month
CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
FREESMEIER TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES/1 absent

CITY TREASURER — JENNIFER PINSKI
The treasurer presented the monthly financial report and Monthly Disbursements/Approval of Claims
Claims paid with: EFT #3486-3490 and checks #6772-6786
Total $52,494.66 which includes transfers.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE CLAIMS AS PRESENTED WITH EFTS#3486-3490 AND CHECKS #6772-6786 AND
TRANSFERS TOTALLING $52,494.66. ROLL CALL: 4 AYES/ 1 absent

Treasurer Pinski presented preliminary budget using expense of 2023 plus legal, engineering Law enforcement and Fire
recycling info, with new Verizon and Comcast. This is a total increase of 6.32% increase over last year. She suggested
possible reducing non-contracted expenses, the Planner expense isn’t used much now.

Note: Councilmember Freesmeier in at 7:07
It was noted that the Disaster Fund is not in a General Fund which is for Budget and Levy. As of now there is a total of
$16,084.69. Also noted was interest is up considerably by $420 now significantly more than last year. Recycle expense
is up considerably. Zero budget increase with deficiencies added to arrive at 6.32% increase.

Attorney Sandstrom noted that 4% - 10% increase projected by other communities.
Councilmember Williams noted Small City Assistant Funds and Public Safety dollars are not included.

Treasurer Pinski noted the Small City Assistant Funds was usually put into roads not the General Fund. Attorney
Sandstrom stated Public Safety is to be used for LE & Fire and not sure when funds will come in.



Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson commented on how the bill for Public Safety was drafted and noted intention was for Fire
& Law Enforcement needs that have been pushed off.
Councilmember Freesmeier asked about building expense and what was in it.

Treasurer Pinski commented total snow and Ice this year is at $7280 in 2023 so far. She asks for council feedback for
next month as the Budget & Levy needs to be certified by the end of September.

Councilmember Williams noted Public Safety and Small Cities Assistance (SCA) should be known by next month. It was
noted that these revenue items may only be sporadic. Williams noted overall increase may be able to be reduced if this

money comes in.

Treasurer Pinski noted next month is critical for finishing up and again asks for direction from Council.
Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted the letter from WCSO offered an added Full Time Employee (FTE) is for 2025.

Discussion was had on the 5.81% increase for 2024 of WCSO. It was noted that perhaps it is an Alliance Topic for WCSO.

PUBLIC COMMENT: KARI HILL-KENG-asking for Student Fund Raising Donations (Ms Hill Keng arrived late and was
allowed to present a public comment at this time)

Presented for Oakland Middle School Parent Teacher Organization she provided a reminder of the contribution for the
A-L Playground and she is back now for the Oakland Middle School, and asks for $500 in the fall and $500 in the spring.
She provided handouts to review. She acknowledged the City has no pull tab money and other efforts of raising
donations have been made to other cities and organizations such as Lions, Legion etc. She noted as of now no student
fund raisers have been done. She thanked the Council for their time.

CITY PARKING ORDINANCE
Clerk Reiter explained that the Council had asked for the Planning Commission to review the current parking ordinance,

however in her review of the current ordinance it was found that signage could be placed for parking restrictions with
council direction. Therefore, the Planning Commission did not meet. The council decided to place a sign as needed near
Sunset Beach.

VEGETATIVE CUTTING CITY CODE SECTION 302 AND SECTION 503

Attorney Sandstrom explained that the Comp Plan explained that the city is listed as rural residential, so the rural aspect
is the OHWM. There were other comments about Parks being required to replace tree. It can be that the City doesn’t.
Other issues were 12% grade or greater than that does apply, additionally, outside and along the river.

Councilmember Williams commented about all the dead trees along the river and believes it should be removed. He
doesn’t feel that replacements should be required when nature has taken out the trees.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson referenced the comments the DNR has made. One item being required is 2.5” nursery
stock tree being a large tree.

Discussion on what a view is (re: state statute) and what tree is or is not desirable and if Cottonwood is a good tree to
plant. Spirit of the Law or letter of the Law is what Council is discussing, when one section shows live tree or shrub.



Mayor Roettger noted he sees it as relating to new construction. Inquiry on how to handle enforcement. Attorney
Sandstrom can write a letter if a violation occurs.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson spoke about the brochure from Valley Branch which noted that there are benefits to
living along the river or creek and that per the brochure riverfront property owners share personal responsibility of
stewardship . She will share this with the WMO. Clerk Reiter shared information from the recent Workshop on Water
on the importance of vegetation for water quality and erosion. Councilmember Freesmeier noted 2.5” tree would be
more deer resistant. He believes this is a tool to help stop the excessive tree removal.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
FREESMEIER TO APPROVE 2023-08-01 AMENDING SECTION 302 REGARDING STANDARDS FOR
VEGETATIVE CUTTING.
Discussion: Attorney Sandstrom notes people could apply for a variance if they feel the requirement is a practical
difficulty (hardship). Discussion continues on when trees are taken out to develop the lot.
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES (1 NAY WILLIAMS)

CLERK NOTED THIS WILL NOW GO THRU DNR
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
OLFELT-NELSON TO RESOLUTION 2023-08-1 SUMMARY PUBLICATION.
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES (1 NAY WILLIAMS)

CITY COUNCIL COMPENSATION — ORDINANCE CHAPTER 206 AMENDED (City Attorney)
Attorney Sandstrom explained that this version now includes City Council and Planning Commission for $25 stipend in
the year 2025.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY
COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON TO APPROVE AMENDED ORDINANCE 2023-08-02
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES (1 NAY WILLIAMS)
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY
COUNCILMEMBER FREESMEIER TO APPROVE SUMMARY PUBLICATION RESOLUTION 2023-08-2
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES (1 NAY WILLIAMS)

PARK AND PUBLIC PROPERTY — PROHIBITION OF CANNABIS IN THE CITY
Attorney Sandstrom explained the change in state law for use of cannabis. The State is working in licensing for retail,

however also 152. 623 Sect. 5 allows the public use of cannabis and hemp products in public place. The City needs to
define what the public place is. The draft provided is the strictest covering any THC product in public places; such as
streets, parks (see section C) describing the illegal use. He asks if there should be any changes or edits.

Discussion on growing Cannabis on private residents you can have 8 plants/4 budding/8 Ibs. but no selling. He will
update by removing “after next election” language (left in error) and the ordinance will be in effect after publication.
The Council could allow edibles or THC seltzer; thus remove it from this draft ordinance. Attorney Sandstrom explained
the difference of THC from hemp vs. THC from marijuana, edibles and seltzer can be either.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER FREESMEIER TO
APPROVE ORDINANCE 2023-08-03 PROHIBITION OF CANNABIS IN PARK & PUBLIC PROPERTY.
ROLL CALL: 5 AYES



MOTON WAS MADE BY COUNILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS TO
APPROVE SUMMARY PUBLICATION RESOLUTION 2023-08-3. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

WASHINGTON CO. SHERIFF OFFICE — 2024 BUDGET & OFFER OF ADDING A DEPUTY TO THE CONTRACT AREA.

May be possible topic for the next Alliance meeting and possible attendance by Sheriff Starry. Discussion on the use of
Flock cameras as it may pertain to adding the 1 FTE noted in the sheriff’s letter. After discussion it was decided this will
be on the agenda for September.

OLD BUSINESS
Nothing to report

STAFF REPORTS

City Engineer, SEH Inc.- John Parotti

Presented quotes on the cutting and patching at Itasca (area of 2900) and received 4 bids with a range of $33,415-
55,693. Three are close to that estimated and he has seen pricing is up this year. The lowest MPM (Mn Paving
Materials) is also doing a project in LS. He noted if Council would like to accept this he can use the city attorney
template to accept.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
FREESMEIER TO APPROVE BID FROM MN PAVING & MATERIAL AT $33,415.00 WITH THE CITY
ENGINEER AND CITY ATTORNEY REVIEWING THE CONTRACT TO USE. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

Engineer Parotti noted the spray & patching quote to arrive at September meeting, OR could choose to have the Mayor
enter into contract for the small spray patch project - generally not over $5,000 for past projects.

Spray patch folks would exclude cut and patch projects along with some streets paved in last couple years. This will take
care of delamination although not the very small divots (golf ball size).

Rod Starke, resident asks about Ballion Lane being included and Engineer Parotti stated yes it is included.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
OLFELT-NELSON TO APPROVE $6,000 FOR SPRAY PATCH PROJECT CITY WIDE FOR SIGNATURE
BY MAYOR. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

City Engineer reported on PFA’s on private wells and asks Council for direction if they feel there is need. Information
was sent today with a link to the MN Dept. of Health website regarding East Metro and PFA’s and well testing. He noted
SMP is missing from the listed Cities on the website. He noted 6 private wells listed have been tested and show “no
advisory” hence no or low PFA’s detected. On the website you can request a paid test of your well test. Also it gives a
list of private companies that will test your well. This is just a brief summary from Engineer Parotti but he can take
direction to have someone from the office to talk with Council.

Attorney Sandstrom spoke to state’s new level for recommended guidelines; it will likely become a regulation within

about 4 years. Reduction of levels would be to the lowest level they can test for now. It was noted Lakeland Municipal
Water well is in a deeper aquifer.

Councilmember Freesmeier asks if it's possible that in the future, if the city needed, could tap into 3M funds for expense
paid to connect to Lakeland Water Supply. It was noted now funds are available for filtration systems.



Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted in attending a meeting with MPCA that they are still trying to figure out where the
PFA’s are coming in and City should be on the list. Councilmember Pierson noted his well was tested today at no cost.

Per engineer Parotti River is 675.36 and will drop couple inches in a week or so.

Building Inspector — Duane Stensland report

The mayor noted many active roof permits.

Attorney Sandstrom: Nothing else

City Clerk/ZA Cindie J. Reiter reported:

e A pre-application meeting July 13" for proposed alterations of barn/shed across from 2269 River Road — as of
now the property owner will be working with the WMO on the driveway replacement of the barn. It was noted
that a change in rafters was likely going to take place — the barn/shed does not have a principal structure with it.

e A meeting on July 26 and 27 for 2147 Quentin for fence location and possible use of unimproved Quinlan. The
property owner was provided info that the unimproved Quinlan (street) was also owner by LSCB in that area and
city would not allow access for use (via easement) of this unimproved street.

e She report on the Yellow Ribbon Field of Bands event on September 16, 2023 and noted volunteers needed.

e Data Practice Request — update (ongoing — time constrained)

e Credit Card — cards received implementation course for billing began by clerk in process and she will work with a
local bank rep to set up.

e Swimming Pool going in ground at 2211 Itasca — it is located in an already existing privacy fence.

e Taylor Kiel continues working on laser fiche project —as her time allows

Standing Committee — Updates

Fire District (G. Williams & B. Olfelt-Nelson)

It was presented the Fire Dept. Audit was approved and a copy is provided to the City Clerk.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted Fire Chiefs from Stillwater, Mahtomedi, Lake Elmo to meet regarding department
staffing re: change to paid-on-call staffing program. She invited the elected officials, and a date is to be provided.
Councilmember Williams stated the weekend duty crews seem to be working. It is paid for by surplus from last year’s
budget. Truck rollovers on 94 are quite a few during construction — where LSCVFD needs to respond.

Cable Commission (G. Williams) Nothing
Planning Commission (J. Freesmeier) Nothing
Middle St. Croix WMO & Valley Branch District (B. Olfelt-Nelson) Budget at last meeting with a slight increase

Mayor and Council Reports:
Gary Williams noted there is on 8/16 DNR a grant writing class for tree replacement and he plans to attend.
Councilmember Freesmeier proposed that perhaps SEH could write a grant application for the city.

Williams noted all wells should be tested. Concern for chloroform contamination as 3 wells in area is contaminated with
bacteria.

loe Freesmeier No sheriff report but he noted an activity in the city at felony level.
Beth Olfelt-Nelson- nothing further.




Dale Pierson Flock invoice received for $6,000 although no cameras have been put in. Attorney Sandstrom stated he
will respond in writing to Flock regarding this.

Meeting adjourned at 8:53

Jay Roettger, Mayor
Attested to by

2 %7’

Cindie J. Reiter,, yCIer




