CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF ST MARY’S POINT

ST MARY’S DRIVE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
July 11, 2023

CALLTO ORDER at 7:00 pm

Roll Call for Attendance

Councilmembers Olfelt-Nelson, Williams, Freesmeier, Pierson, and Mayor Roettger,

Others Present: Engineer John Parotti, Treasurer Jennifer Pinski, Attorney Sandstorm, City Clerk Reiter and resident Joe
Dvorak

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was said

Sheriff’s & Animal Control reports
e WCSO: 9 ICRs and O citations presented by Mayor
e Animal Control: invoice only — no incidents

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
FREESMEIER TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AND MINUTES OF JUNE.
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES/1 ABSTAIN (OLFELT-NELSON not at June meeting)

CITY TREASURER — JENNIFER PINSKI
Treasurer Pinski presented the Treasurer Report for the month of June along with Monthly Disbursements and
requests Approval of Claims with:
EFT #3477-3485 and Checks #6747-6771
Totaling $47,564.75
She confirmed the Xcel bills were for street light expense and for City Hall was $77.32 for Councilmember Williams.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
OLFELT-NELSON TO APPROVE CLAIMS AS PRESENTED. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

Treasurer Pinski reported on APRA balance of $42,838.62, Noting nothing has been allocated or spent as of as yet. She
reported on the tree expenses of 2023 to Kaposia $40,000 to date, and in 2022 $47,000. The mayor noted that Kaposia
will be in the city for a short while yet.

Councilmember Williams spoke of Cable Funds and explained the revenue received from the Cable Commission,
although a 3 month delay in receiving payment.

Added tree issues were noted — and the info will be provided to Kaposia.

MN ASSOCIATION OF SMALL CITIES — MEMBERSHIP FEE

The City Clerk explained the city received an invitation to become a member and the invoice for it. She noted this has
been declined in the past and MAOSC has offered to attend a future meeting. She noted that MAOSC works to lobby for
LGA, Small Cities Assistance funding and other issues of small cities. Councilmember Williams presented he spoke with a




local MAOSC board member, City Clerk Engstrom of Lake St. Croix Beach, and proposed the city become a member.
Discussion as to what will this do for St. Mary’s Point.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-
NELSON TO PAY $277.50 FOR MEMBERSHIP TO MN ASSOCIATION OF SMALL CITIES.
ROLL CALL: 3 AYES/2 NAY (FREESMEIER AND PIERSON)

VEGETATIVE CUTTING CITY CODE SECTION 302.AND 503

Mr. Dvorak resident & Planning Comm. Member questioned the document provided for this and expressed concerns
how a person could understand the document. He expressed concern for the maintenance period of 3 years and would
prefer 5 years, although he is on the Planning Commission they chose to go with a 3 maintenance year plan.

Councilmember Freesmeier would offer 4 years.
Mr. Dvorak questioned who enforces the code.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson explained the zoning process needs to inform the public of the city’s code enforcement
when the public looks for information from the city. She noted that people are expected to do what is right or expected
of them.

Attorney Sandstrom addressed the process of code violations as most cities are a compliant based process-not active
enforcement. It is left for folks to do what is best according to code.

Councilmember Williams spoke to his not being in favor of this. He speaks to what size trees, how many, what type. He
feels the city experienced a disaster this year and that should be considered.

Councilmember Freesmeier asked the city attorney about if city is considered urban or rural.

Attorney Sandstrom spoke to belief of it’s urban and each lot is not determined separately. He explained the more rural
areas in the northern part of the county.

Mayor Roettger speaks to the urban designation in the city.

It was noted in discussion, that various government entities provided code to review and city adoption of.
Discussion on City Park tree maintenance — if ordinance would apply.

Councilmember Williams feels city is not ready now.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson says she understands his concerns.

Councilmember Freesmeier feels enough time has been spent on this and he is comfortable in moving forward as city
needs something in place. The river is losing a lot of trees and the city should have something in place to address the
replacement of them.

Attorney Sandstrom clarified when a cutting permit is required.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FREESMEIER TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 2023-07-01
WITH CHANGE TO 4 YEARS. MOTION FAILED FOR LACK OF A SECOND
TABLED UNTIL AUGUST 2023

Councilmember Freesmeier feels the Planning Commission was thoughtful in their review consideration.



Councilmember Williams is concern urban vs rural; trees on property line and Park trees.

Councilmember Freesmeier asks about four years and is that favorable.

Discussion on the slopes and bluff in Riverway and how the language reads in 3 different sections of the code.
Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson has some typos she will give to Attorney Sandstrom.

CITY COUNCIL COMPENSATION — ORDINANCE CHAPTER 206 AMENDED (City Attorney)
Tabled as request by Attorney Sandstrom

PROSECUTION RENEWAL DOCUMENTS WITH STATE OF MN (City Attorney Sandstrom)
Attorney Sandstrom explained the need for the city to renew these agreements for prosecution and these are renewed
every 3-5 years with each city.
MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR ROETTGER AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON TO
RENEW PROSECUTION DOCUMENTS. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

TRAIL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT — WASHINGTON CO. WITH ST. MARY’S POINT (City Engineer Parotti)

Engineer Parotti presented that the County provided this to the City last year and the City had 3 inquiries. The County
responded regarding sweeping, dimensions for clearing along the trail, (County recommended per State trail guidelines)
and perpetual agreement.

County noted they do not sweep and follow State Trail guidelines and City can amend the agreement at any time (in
regards to the concern of it being a perpetual agreement).
It was noted that the benches were a paid donation by LSCV Foundation and considered owned by the City.
Attorney Sandstrom explained indemnification clause on who is at fault. Discussion also on slip and falls.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE A COOP AGREEMENT FOR THE AFTON LAKELAND TRAIL MAINTENANCE
AGREEMENT.
Discussion on who is to clear the trail of buckthorn and overgrown vegetation. Kaposia will be
contacted by the Mayor.
ROLL CALL: 4 AYES/1 NAY (WILLIAMS)

STATE SURPLUS ELIGIBILITY PROGRAM RENEWAL
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FREESMEIER AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE ELIGIBILITY PROGRAM RENEWAL WITH 3 SIGNERS ON THE ACCOUNT.
(Williams, Roettger and Reiter) ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

OLD BUSINESS
Nothing to report

STAFF REPORTS

City Engineer, SEH Inc.- John Parotti

He provided that the city can use it’s own judgment of clearing the bike trail. (proposed 3-5ft.)

Crack seal: The county estimate was $31,428 but actual came in at $16,311 City Engineer approved payment for next
month report.

Patching Spray Patch locations provided by Engineer Parotti. He suggests it be a project bid next year in conjunction
with another project. He offered to get a spray patch project quote for those locations in need.
Councilmember Freesmeier asks if [roquois could be included in the spring.



Engineer Parotti offered to walk the two areas for measurements that are alligatoring and report back next month.

On Spray Patch he will get a quote except Itasca that will get patched (cut &patched)

16875 St. Mary’s Drive Engineer Parotti met on site with property owner regarding a Grade & Fill Permit the owner is to
follow silt fence and seeding requirements. The property owner has also gotten an engineer/surveyor for grade and
erosion plans. It will be a fall project, there is progress but more is needed at this time.

River level at 675.77 with .04 inch decrease in next week or so, as we are in a severe drought, with another update on
Thursday.

Councilmember Freesmeier stated he had heard some wells are testing positive for PFA’s.

Engineer Parotti could not confirm but the direction of the plume is towards SMP. He has heard testing has been done
by private firms, likely when there is a sale of the home. He would encourage those property owners to share
information with the city and then the city can contact the Dept. of Health, which would be a good resource for the city
and property owners.

City Attorney Sandstrom spoke to EPA new guidelines last year and should become regulation in 2024, 3 years before
mandated standards are required. He noted 3M settlement documents address East Metro for in-home filtration
systems.

Engineer Parotti spoke to Lakeland Water wells which are in lower (deeper) aquifer than the private wells.

Discussion on PFA’s running on surface water vs. deep wells. Well testing requests can be done on the MPCA website.
Attorney Sandstrom speaks to map on MPCA that shows contamination of a well.

Engineer Parotti spoke to MPCA’s process of getting filtration to property owners.

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson explains how she got involved in well testing by MPCA- through Afton meetings.

Building Inspector — Duane Stensland report

Many active roof permits.
City Attorney, Eckberg, Lammers — Kevin Sandstrom

Nothing else to report

City Clerk/ZA Cindie J. Reiter reported on the following:
e Meetings June 11, 2023 16875 St. Mary’s Drive — file review for after-the-fact Grade & Fill Permit
e Meeting July 13" for retaining in wall &/or other proposed alterations 2269 River Road

e Data Practice Request — update (ongoing —time constrained)

e Credit Card — cards received implementation course for billing began by clerk in process, councilmembers will
also need to active on line after the city account is activated.

e  City Hall Phone Service — credit on account received (about $100) for the time without phone service after the
April 1** snow/ice storm.

e Copier malfunction and service call required metro Sales tech to fix cost of repair approx. $450 and the City of
Lakeland made copies for the PC packets. City to receive and invoice.

e Taylor Kiel continues working on laser fiche project — as her time allows

Standing Committee — Updates

Fire District (G. Williams & B. Olfelt-Nelson)

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson reported the Budget has been approved in May. The audit report will be presented for
last year. Meeting scheduled for tomorrow night and will have reports.




There were 2 runs in SMP with 310 YTD total.

MN DOT changes will be seen near the 94 overpass shortly.

Staffing by volunteers is a challenge. The Chief is putting together question & answers to determine/address staffing
solutions and will send update to the cities.

The fire Department roof leaks and bids are coming in.

Resident Dvorak asked if the weekend duty plan has started and Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted it seems to be
working.

Cable Commission (G. Williams) The money has come in to the city.

Planning Commission (J. Freesmeier) Nothing further

Middle St. Croix WMO & Valley Branch District (B. Olfelt-Nelson) nothing to report.

Mayor and Council Reports:

Jay Roettger The mayor reported that there are 15 Flock Security cameras in Hudson WI. And it has stopped 3 child
abductions, city property damage and burglaries and helped with warrants. This information has been shared with
County commissioner Kriesel and noted that Minneapolis was putting in LPR’s also.

Gary Williams Asked about Park and commented about a reader board in the window if no newsletter, Clerk Reiter
noted she spoke to someone about producing a newsletter.

Joe Freesmeier nothing to report.

Beth Olfelt-Nelson nothing to report.

Dale Pierson He retrieved 3 buckets from a ditch on the side of the road but not sure what to do with them or what
was in them, it was proposed he contact the environmental center. He reported that he received calls for excessive
parking at and near the beach. He would like to see more signs placed. It was determined that signage is a duty of the
city council and proposed that the Planning Comm. review the city ordinance for city street parking and signs. It was
noted that in LSCB there is no city street parking in the summer months at certain times.

Meeting adjourned at 9:07

CH P

Jay Roettger, Mayor
Attested to by:

Cindie J. Reiter, City



