City of St. Mary’s Point
Special
City Council Meeting
April 26, 2023

CALL TO ORDER by Mayor Roettger at 5:30 pm
Roll Call Williams, Roettger, Pierson, Olfelf-Nelson present
—Absent Freesmeier,

Staff Present None

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING purpose is to discuss 2023 flood emergency measures taken or to be taken.

APPROVE AGENDA Motion by Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson, seconded by Councilmember Williams to approve
agenda. 4 Ayes/1 Absent

Mayor Roettger noted that discussion will include delay of mooring permit or placement of moorings.
He also noted that streets have been closed and that 4 porta-potties have been placed in town. It is expected the river will
stay up for a while per the predictions with street closures to continue.

He reported there have been a few septic system issues with 3 seen boiling out the top of the ground and some erosion at
one system. It was observed that one mound system was being used as a levee.

Williams inquired if the city needed to provide a notice for the septic systems to no be used. Roettger provided that that is
for the county to determine if septic system is an issue. County involvement may be more difficult for the resident. It was
noted that in prior flood events that tanks have popped out of the ground. It was noted that at river elevation 691 Baillon
Lane some homes hay be affected (re; septic issues).

It was stated that when river recedes that debris will be the responsibility of the property owner.

The Mayor reported that approximately 2500 sandbags have been used - 50 pallets each holding 50 sandbags and when
‘done there is requirement of clean-up of the used sandbag. It was noted that for 2023 there is no scheduled Clean-Up
Day.

The Mayor suggested that a permanent storage place for sandbags should be gotten - as of now they are in a private
property owner’s garage for storage. Approximately 10, 000 sandbags in storage. If stored at the city hall shed - mice
may be an issue with them.

Councilmember Pierson inquired about city coordinated well testing - city with county. The Mayor noted he had a list of
Afton wells that were tested but not a second test. Pierson noted he called the city clerk but did not receive a response.
Councilmember Olfelt- Nelson reported that she did get a call back from the Health Dept. regarding PFA.s and noted
contaminants stay on the surface but migrates in aquifers.

It was noted that Afton was to monitor the PVC pipe under the road for the sewer treatment plant.

The Mayor noted that there should be something coordinated for well test pick-up - he has reached out to Commissioner
Kriesel but no response yet. This perhaps should be for discussion at the Alliance Meeting. Councilmember Williams
expressed concern on how to pass out well test Kits.

Resident Dvorak inquired about the 4/1/23 snow/ice storm clean-up process.

The Mayor explained that the day of the storm he spent 7-8 hours removing trees from the road in SMP along with the
tree service vendor.

Councilmember Williams spoke to the city continuing ROW tree removal and/or trimming in the ROW. Many trees split in
half - especially the trees having a “Y”. 21% Street has trees especially close to the road - and there are still some
hangers that need to be removed. He noted that SMP responded right away in addressing the storm.

Councilmember Pierson spoke to the use of the CodeRed system by the city for residents to be notified about storm
debris. Residents were also notified on FaceBook of debris removal process.



It was noted that the river didn’t run through (yards) near the elevated properties this event. The Park is ground water
flooding - and no Mississippi River back up was seen, along with dry soil conditions - so with these factors it is hard to
evaluate.

Councilmember Williams noted that 22™ Street typically has a record of going under, so the city should do something - as
it is a floodplain area and perhaps abandon the street however not limiting access to the few homes.

Discussion on if 22™ could be a non- mamtalned road - just plow it so far. Vacate the road near the park parking lot.
Williams concern is for properties at 22" 4 & Ramada - perhaps a sign could be placed that indicates it is a non-maintained
roadway.

Further discussion on roads that are not elevation 692.5 and how to address them - elevate or pump - noting how many
times can FEMA pay for the roads to be repaired.

Councilmember Williams spoke to the lack of WCSO in the area - and should be here daily when in flood mode. He noted
that at 692.3 the National Guard should be here - which happens when Sheriff or County requests.

It was noted that flood damage of $10m is needed in the state for the declaration to be at a Federal Disaster level.
Discussion on if state will reach this level - It was felt that this flood was not as impactful as previous floods in the past. It
was suggested that posting the levels on a sign should be done, however it was noted that somal media and the NWS
graphs have been helpful.

Councilmember Williams commented on the wave action this year and its affects. He also inquired of Councilmember
Pierson if an electronic sign was on the list for the city for emergency events. Commentary on what costs are for
electronic sign, size of sign and what it would say.

It was suggested that the City Engineer set a benchmark about the 1965 flood elevation - it was noted it was on a metal
tag which is on a tree on Itasca. The Mayor noted elevation was shot at St. Mary’s Drive and is still accurate as done by
surveyor Barry Stack. There was commentary about the 2001 and how it affected the residents.

Collection of sandbags frorn residents was discussed and how to dispose of if residents returned them as they are
considered contaminated.

Mooring placement and permits delayed due to high water. Boat ramps will open for fishig opener however river will be
no wake.

Councilmember Williams feels there is a lack of notice for residents with issues. Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson provided
that Community Thread reached out to the city for volunteer service needed. It was noted that STS (Sentence To
Service) can be used - Williams is the connection for that group.

It was noted by the Mayor that Monday’s and Tuesdays are the collection day of storm debris for Kaposia. All brush is
being chipped versus hauled out. Kaposia’s service and other tree service calendars are full. The County’s temporary
storm debris site is getting full. He noted that Tri-County is handling Lakeland’s debris removal now. He noted that the
county is over the $1.6M limit now and so the state should kick in 75% reimbursement but it may take a while for the city
to receive the reimbursement.

It was noted that the firé dept. in LSCB has debris and LSCB has many hangers in trees. Windmill Marina has water and
will delay opening.

Recess at 6.06pm - no date to re-convene was set.

J ay/éojettger,wra?

Attest:

Cindie J Reiter, 7&9 Clerk



