CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF ST MARY’S POINT

16491 ST MARY’S DRIVE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
February 7, 2023

CALL TO ORDER at 7 pm - Roll Call for Attendance
Councilmembers present: Olfelt-Nelson, Williams, Pierson, Freesmeier, Mayor Roettger,

OTHERS PRESENT: City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer John Parotti, City Clerk Reiter, Cit Treasurer Pinski, John
Tetzlaff and Reggie Kopesky of the Yellow Ribbon Alliance, Dave Allen and Joe Dvorak

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was said.

Sheriff’s & Animal Control reports

e Sheriff report presented by Mayor Roettger there were 5 calls no citation for December
e Animal control has nothing to report

PUBLIC COMMENTS

John Tetzlaff of Yellow Ribbon Alliance LSCV presented the history of Yellow Ribbon Alliance (YRA) letting cities know
about its fundraiser Field of the Bands and hosting the Veterans Day Dinner. Noting all money goes to the Veterans in
need locally. He is asking for involvement by elected officials (city councils). Reggie Kopesky spoke to how YRA was
started by her husband Randy Kopesky in the lower valley and she is driven to see it continue. The YRA has provided
ongoing help for the Ryder Clark family, scholarships and donations to Veterans organizations. She also spoke of Dave
Anderson, a SMP resident and YRA member who has provided at least 600 trips to the VA for a local veteran. John
spoke to asking for help at FOB, there is just 18 volunteers and 30 are needed.

Joe Dvorak spoke to the lack of plowing on narrow side streets. He stated others want more money spent on
snowplowing for side roads.

Regarding snow plowing it was noted that the County does Afton in the Village as a County Road. Also it was noted that
one vendor serves all the cities.

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-
NELSON TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA: JANUARY 3, 2023 MINUTES, FEBRUARY 7, 2023
AGENDA, PAY EQUITY REPORT (POSTED) AND CHANGE TO ANNUAL MEETING DATE SCHEDULE —
NOVEMBER TIME CHANGE DUE TO SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION AND APPROVE PAY RATE OF
$17.50/HR FOR TAYLOR KIEL ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

CITY TREASURER — JENNIFER PINSKI
Treasurer Pinski presented the month’s financial statement and requests Approval of Claims.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-
NELSON TO APPROVE CLAIMS AS REPORTED USING: EFT 3440-3446, CHECKS 6655-6676 FOR A TOTAL
OF $23,824.78. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES




Councilmember Williams noted that snowplow service was $1495. He also inquired about the interest at 4M fund, and
it was noted it is approximately 4%. |

2023 ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS _ (Bring back in March for final approval)
Clerk Reiter had inquiries or noted the following appointments remain open:

Asking if Arts Commissioner remains and appointed position?

Tree Inspector remains un-appointed- consensus was to remove Helke and proposed Kaposia Tree Service, as they do
have an arborist. Councilmember Freesmeier to contact them.

Both the Riverway Partnership and WMO need alternates. Mayor Roettger to be WMO alternate and Councilmember
Pierson alternate for Riverway Partnership.

It was decided to remove City Arts Account (it has a zero balance) and appointment of Art Commissioner position.

2023 FEE SCHEDULE

Councilmember Williams inquired of phone company change to fiber optics and how it affects fees. Engineer Parotti
spoke to it as likely being overhead and ROW permit is underground. Spoke to larger projects requiring more review
time. Engineer Parotti spoke to favorable fees for project of improvement. No change for the 2023 fees.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-
NELSON TO APPROVE THE 2023 FEE SCHEDULE AS PRESENTED. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

Mr. Dvorak asks about mooring fee, how many are there (4) and the cost ($100) and how long since the last increase.

EMERALD ASH BORER DNR GRANT OPPORTUNITY Dave Allen presented opportunity for a 2 year grant which can be
used for replacing trees, grinding stumps, or tree inventory. He asks for the opportunity to write a grant application
with the City to commit to 25% matching Grant. He will need information on the City Budget information. Also if we
plant trees we must maintain for 3 years.

Councilmember Williams asks if survey is needed first with Mr. Allen responded with a no. Councilmember Freesmeier
clarified this grant is for public land. Mr. Allen noted it is. He also provided that Former LSCB Councilmember Dawn
Bulera is to provide more information as she had a roll in LSCB’s Grant application. Mr. Allen spoke to treatment of
trees. It was noted several dead Ash trees at the beach.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY MAYOR ROETTGER
TO APPROVE AUTHORIZATION TO DAVE ALLEN TO SUBMIT THE APPLICATION AND COMMIT THE CITY
MATCH 25% ON EMERALD ASH BORER GRANT RQUEST. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH WASHINGTON COUNTY FOR CRACK SEALING COST.

Engineer Parotti noted previous discussion with council about this project. He also noted prior quotes were excessive
and the County is about % of the cost $34,342.70 it is a WA Co. cost as estimated and the County will go for bid this
month-possible the cost can go up or down. Councilmember Williams inquired about 10K mobilization cost. Engineer
Parotti spoke to County’s process of estimation for traffic control and mobilization. He notes SMP cost for these is
approx. $1,250.00. Mayor Roettger asks about using COVID money for this. Treasurer noted yes it could be used.

City Attorney Sandstrom noted that contract breach or failure is what the provision for liquidated damages is reference
to. Also in some projects you may see incentives for early completion however not in this project. Councilmember
Freesmeier asks if this project was built into CIP. It was confirmed by Engineer Parotti yes crack sealing is due to be
done in the next few years.



Freesmeier asks if this project was built into CIP. It was confirmed by Engineer Parotti yes crack sealing is due to be
done in the next few years.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON
TO APPROVE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH WASHINGTON COUNTY IN THE AMOUNT OF $34,000.00

Discussion on: if roads are in need and whether the cost is a good deal if being done early.
ROLL CALL: 3 AYES/2 NAYS (Williams, Freesmeier)

SPRING FLOOD UPDATE

Mayor Roettger stated the river is 675.66 elevations and he spoke to the next month, first forecast to come out.
Councilmember Pierson noted that as of now there is prediction 0f12-13 % chance of flood as noted 1/23/23. The 694
elevation with a 4% chance and he noted that Flood insurance should be applied for 30 days before the event.

MIDDLE ST. CROIX VALLEY REGIONAL TRAIL MASTER PLAN
Mayor Roettger provided that the county staff presented at the Five City Alliance the goal of connecting the MSCV trail
from Marine to Denmark Township. A draft map was provided with a time range of 10 years.

Councilmember Williams commented about barricades at culvert on the bike trail in Afton section of the trail, noting a
safety concern.

REVIEW AND UPDATED TO CREDIT CARD POLICY
Clerk Reiter presented the current policy and asked council review as'she will submit it to US Bank for a city credit card.

Review of the policy and assigning cards to Deputy Mayor, councilmember Olfelt-Nelson and Clerk Reiter.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY MAYOR ROETTGER
TO APPROVE SMP CREDIT CARD POLICY. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

OLD BUSINESS: to be addressed at future meetings of Planning Comm. and/or Council
e Interim Use Permit

e Re-codification Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson stated she has checked on vendors, getting a quote from
American Legal a while ago, she felt the firm Bayport used was good. She will continue looking into

recodification.

STAFF REPORTS
City Engineer SEH Inc. (John Parotti) J. Parotti noted recodification would be beneficial for his use.

Building Inspector report: the mayor presented there was 8 active permits

City Attorney: Attorney Sandstrom

Vacant lot near the city park land approved for purchase. However there is no deed or title recorded to current owner
although taxes have been paid since parcel forfeited 50 years ago. Owner is languishing on pursuing deed thru the
State. It was directed the City Attorney to do this to help speed the purchase along.

City Clerk/ZA — Cindie Reiter




e 2475 River Road retaining wall. Double fee paid, design plan would have gone to Building Inspector especially if
after the fact. If applied for in timely manner engineering would have reviewed.

e Data Practice request — it was updated that a letter was sent to the person requesting the data as there was no
response to the clerk’s email.

e SC Youth Center — zoning application has been provided to Kyle Larson as requested but no response as of now.

e Vegetative Cutting Permits in Riverway — Planning Comm. has begun review of the local ordinance, sample
ordinance with DNR Hydrologist Dan Scollan in attendance.

e Offer of Washington Conservation District — a Tim Foss has reached out and offered help with local tree
concerns.

e LSCV workshop for Zoning Admin. — January 26, 2023 Stillwater Library attended workshop

e Continuation of ZOOM (licensed until approx. Nov. 2023) after COVID Emergency status lifted

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted the Whitney property visit for the EAB Cutting Permit. Clerk Reiter spoke to the
visit, noting they met with the service provider (SAV-A-TREE). Photos were taken, there were areas known to be affected
as it pertains to cover from the river. The Planning Commission continues to work on the portion of the ordinance
addressing the planting or landscape plan that is needed to address the maintain section of statute regarding
vegetation.

Standing Committee

Fire Department/District (G. Williams/B. Olfelt-Nelson)

Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson spoke to 36 runs/1 to SMP also noted Councilmember Williams is checking into solar.
Budget process is to begin shortly.

Councilmember Williams noted 32 people attended Appreciation dinner.

Cable Commission- no meeting

Planning Commission- Councilmember Freesmeier spoke to the PC doing a good job, would like the replacement plan to
be simple straight forward —and that if PC cannot finalize the decision, the council should move it through.

WMO/Valley Branch District-nothing

Mayor & Council Reports
Gary Williams: Afton posing short term rental. Both he and Dale identified projects that disaster money could be used

for. Berglund to attend next Alliance meeting. He noted all parks now have addresses for emergency units to locate via
GPS. He is speaking to Fire Dept. to possible burn the tree house on City property. He has written taxable value on
board at City Hall. He wants a newsletter and thinks should be done with first class stamp.

Some codes could be put in it so people could know, and also other things such as cleanup day, etc.

Council had chat about newsletter and time to do it. The clerk noted she could talk to Taylor to see if she would be
interested in putting together something.

Clerk Reiter spoke to Recycle projects for this year, which a newsletter is listed on the grant application.
Councilmember Williams spoke to snow plow issues, widened driveways by residents cause more snow to be in the
driveways.



He noted Kaposia has no interest in removing structure on the city land as there is a barrel which presents some concern
(contents unknown).

Councilmember Pierson — Spoke to Williams about the large snow events and some streets not passable at all. He is
proposing another option, such as private resident to contract with in an emergency situation.

Councilmember Freesmeier noted there could be contract for unique situation with other vendor. City Attorney spoke
to looking into this possibility; he also noted the Mayor can only call for emergency. Emergency Management

declaration is for when the emergency happens.

Meeting adjourned at 8:48

Jai Roettger, Mayor:

Attested to by:

Cindie J Reiterk/ity C}{rk




