CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE
CITY OF ST MARY’S POINT

ST MARY’S DRIVE
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
November 7, 2023

CALL TO ORDER at 8:01 pm

ROLL CALL FOR ATTENDANCE:
Councilmembers Olfelt-Nelson, Williams, Pierson, Freesmeier and Mayor Roettger

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: City Clerk Reiter, City Attorney Sandstorm, Kevin Johnson, Kevin Wall, Kevin Maleleh, Michael
Cruz, Tim Hatten and Joe Dvorak Engineer Parotti and Treasurer Pinski not at meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was said

Sheriff’s & Animal Control reports

e WCSO: 5 calls presented by Mayor
e Animal Report: invoice only
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mr. Joe Dvorak has not gotten swale reseeded. Mayor Roettger will check on this with Engineer Parotti.

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

LSCV FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION BENEFIT INCREASE — KEVIN JOHNSON
Kevin Johnson of Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department and Treasurer for Fire Relief Association presented a hard copy
of the recent Audit to the City Council. He provided an explanation of Form FIRE-22 noting 115% funding ratio is
maintained per policy (copy provided via email to the city). Should there be a 25% deficit of funds that would trigger
municipal contribution. The FRA approved an increase to $4,975 per year of service benefit. The FRA now seeks
approval of the benefit level by the 5 cities of the JPA. The number covered under FRA is 24 employees and 2 in PERA
that are EMT’s. New EMT only will be in the FRA.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
PIERSON TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2023-11-1 TO INCREASE THE BENEFIT TO $4,975 MONTHLY
BENEFIT PER YEAR. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

CITY TREASURER — JENNIFER PINSKI (absent due to election service in OPH)
The clerk presented: Monthly Disbursements/Approval of Claims and Treasurer Report for council review.

Claims:

Total
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
OLFELT-NELSON TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AS PRESENTED WITH EFT’S #3507-3514, Checks
#6820-6832 FOR TOTAL OF $66,920.52. ROLL CALL: 5 AYES



SNOW & ICE REMOVAL CONTRACT — TRI COUNTY
City Attorney Sandstrom explained the contract that was sent to Tri County and they have agreed to the same rates as
last year.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-NELSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER
FREESMEIER TO APPROVE TRI COUNTY CONTRACT FOR ST. MARYS POINT FOR SNOW & ICE REMOVAL
ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

Discussion: Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson asked if given all complaints is there an opportunity to do a walk through with
the contractor to remedy some of the issues. Mayor Roettger will take it under consideration. Councilmember Williams
spoke to the Hegna property on snowplowing concerns. Mayor Roettger did speak to Tri County about getting to St.
Mary’s Point sooner.

2269 RIVER ROAD — WMO REVIEW AND STATUS
Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson explained the process of this project starting with an on-site meeting with the WMO

Admin. Downing, City Engineer Parotti, Clerk Reiter, Building Inspector Stensland, the property owner and their
contractor. The property owner and contractor were informed of the need for WMO plan review due to the excess
disturbance soil. The project was started, and concrete completed without submission of the WMO application.

The process was not followed and has been the topic of the WMO meeting. WMO requested the plans and actions at
their meeting. At the WMO meeting was asked if St. Mary’s Point was following the laws. Suggested letter be written to
owner explaining they have not followed the project per the on-site meeting. Original plan was much smaller than that
was done. Drainage issue due to cementing more than the driveway, where does all the water go? Per Council, there
will be no building permit if there are no plans submitted for future work. City Attorney Sandstrom is to check for City
issuing a fine for violating the ordinance. Various remedies of how to rectify the problem were discussed. Per Mayor
Roettger, the construction of the project needs a survey. Council directed the City Attorney Sandstrom to send a letter
noting the requirements for plan submission.

SOBER HOME DISCUSSION — Zoning implications (City Attorney Sandstrom)

Attorney Sandstrom explained that per statute that 6 or fewer individuals are a residential use. He can draft regulations
listing more than 6 residents. Councilmember Williams notes that most residents of these homes do not drive or if they
have six could have 6 cars. Councilmember Pierson asked about the number of bathroom:s, city attorney noted doubtful
if we can limit based on the number of bathrooms. Pierson if there is a Fire Inspection allowed and city attorney there is
not, but he will check if a Fire Inspection is allowed as it is a rental. Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson noted the Fire
Department does check on rentals and AirBNB’s. Per Councilmember Williams short term rentals the Fire Department
can check for safety purposes. The clerk inquired that other shared facilities are covered, why not a sober home? City
Attorney Sandstrom provided statutory language on how certain uses are allowed under 144.d and he will look for
further information and present to council.

ENGINEER MEMO — Request for final payment to Minnesota Paving & Materials (City Engineer Parotti)
The Itasca Project was approved for payment as presented in the claims. Councilmember Williams noted a section of
the project along the West side (2969) of the road is lower than the turf which was not included in the project.

WASHINGTON COUNTY ALL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN-Adoption
It was explained that for the city to be able to get grants or funding for disaster related projects the city need to approve
the County’s All Hazard Mitigation Plan.




MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WILLIAMS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2023-11-2 ROLL CALL: 5 AYES

CITY HALL SECURITY SYSTEM (Williams)

Councilmember Williams presented the city had received a bid in April for exterior cameras at City Hall and the money
will come out of Public Safety dollars the city is to receive in December 2023. It is an internal system with all controls
inside the City Hall.

Mayor Roettger prefers to go forward now.

Councilmember Williams feels pricing will hold or be close. The Fire Department is also looking at this and company is a
local one. Councilmember Freesmeier notes it doesn’t include an alarm system and feels it should. Simply Safe alarm
system could be added per Mayor Roettger. Councilmember Williams would like another Councilmember to also look at
it. Councilmember Pierson notes the monitored alarm system is on a monthly fee. Council wants this on the December
agenda for approval.

OLD BUSINESS -nothing at this time

STAFF REPORTS
Building Inspector: 4 active permits — as presented by the mayor.

City Attorney: The city attorney inquired if there was knowledge that the play structure has been moved at the Frost
property; Mayor Roettger to look to see if the play structure has been moved. Councilmember Freesmeier spoke to
Kaposia about when it freezes, they will be back and clean up to the property stakes. Attorney Sandstrom spoke about
the land swap of park land and partial ball field with adjoining property owner for betterment of the city park.

City Clerk - Cindie Reiter presented:

e Veterans Day dinner — 11/10/23 at 5pm serving at St. Francis of Assisi Church — provided by the Yellow Ribbon
Alliance for veterans and military families.

e Modem replacement —a modem was needed and was replaced as computer not working correctly. Expect an
invoice and also quote on updating the city desk top computer.

e Copier breakdown again — jamming and issue with the door mechanism. Advised council to expect a need for
replacement in 2024

e Data Practice Request — update (ongoing-time constrained)

e 16875 St. Mary’s Drive — after the fact grade/fill permit application received however only a partial received.
Property owner has been sent an email noting the issue of only partial payment received.

e Credit Card — cards received implementation & activation continues by clerk (in process)

e Taylor Kiel who has worked on laserfiche project now only has minimal time and notified council Marilyn
Siebenaler is willing and will also work on this project as well.

e Zoom renewal effective 11/12/23 — paid with city credit card

STANDING COMMITTEE — UPDATES
Fire District: There were 42 runs with 2 for SMP. They are still looking for auditor per Councilmember Olfelt-Nelson.
Cable Commission: none

Planning Commission: none




Middle St. Croix WMO & Valey Branch Dist. none

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS:

Councilmember Williams: Deer poaching happening; resident photo’d and WCSO, DNR have been alerted. Hunting is
also against the law in WA Co unless you have 5 acres. Also noted some of the trees he designated in his report last year
have died. He reiterated that the cities have a need for compost and brush site and the County has money for it. Hugo
is 30 miles away which doesn’t help us here. We need our own site south of I-94.

Councilmember Freesmeier: He has also noted the many Ash are affected by EAB and trees are dying. He will have

Kaposia check.

Clerk Reiter: Noted 2 properties complaints with trailers and trash at 2 houses along 24th street and a letter to be

mailed.
Councilmember Freesmeier commented about loose dogs and WCSO has been called, what is protocol: Clerk to see if

ACO will send letter about multiple dogs loose.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER PIERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER OLFELT-
NELSON TO ADJOURN MEETING. ROLL CALL: ALL AYES
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